
Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery 
Stated Meeting – August 27, 2019 

Trinity Presbyterian Church – Bixby, OK 
 
Presbytery Highlights 
• After enjoying coffee and breakfast snacks in the fellowship hall, Rick 

Davis called the stated meeting to order and opened with a constituting 
prayer.  

• Rev. Lucus Levy-Keppel welcomed EOP and shared information about 
the many creative worship and mission activities of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church.  

• Joe Wolf of the Choctaw Nation presented a thoughtful and informative 
history of the Choctaw people in Oklahoma. 

• After a second reading of a change in by-laws concerning electronic 
voting, the change was approved. 
 

Mental Healthy Plenary 
• Mike Brose from the Oklahoma Mental Health Association offered the 

plenary presentation of the presbytery meeting. The hour-long talk 
touched on the stigmas surrounding mental health, suicide rates and 
prevention, and mental health care for the homeless population.   

 
General Presbyter 
• The General Presbyter reported on his activities and travels. He thanked 

the presbytery for their prayers as he started this new call. 
• The GP reported on the financial crisis at Dwight Mission and asked for 

the presbytery to pray for Dwight and the Board of Directors as they 
consider options.  

 
Presbytery Council 
• A first reading of a change in the Manual of Operations concerning a 

quorum for Committee on Ministry meetings was heard. The new quorum 
would be “one more than one-half of its members” instead of two-thirds.  

 
Following Christ’s Call 
• Ray VandeGiessen and Natalie Bell shared how they are Following 

Christ’s Call. 
 



Worship 
• Following a great lunch served by Trinity Presbyterian Church members, 

the presbytery joined together for worship. 
• Tim Blodgett preached on the invitation to and unity of the table in Luke 

14. 
• Trinity’s Ringing Praise Bell Choir delighted the presbytery with their 

musical gifts.  
• $617 was collected in the offering to support Goodland Academy.  

 
Committee on Ministry (COM) 
• Joel Wood was examined and received into the presbytery to be the 

minister at First Presbyterian Church – Sand Springs. 
• EOP concurred with Dale Scott and Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 

– Bartlesville to dissolve the pastoral relationship.  
• The new minimum effective salary for EOP for 2020 is $39,520 (65% of 

the church wide median of $60,800).  
 
Presbyterian in Mission 
• Kate Hogue challenged the presbytery to provide 60 water wells in 

Malawi to represent the 60 congregations of Eastern Oklahoma 
Presbytery. The cost of each well is $450.  

 
Triennium 
• A video report of our youth participant to the 2019 Triennium, Steve 

Sommer, was presented.  
 
Presbytery Trustees 
• Following a second reading of a bylaw change adding a vice-president 

to the Trustees, the change was approved.  
 
Nominating Committee 
• Approved Doug Dodd as vice-president of the Trustees. 
• Approved Jeff Cranton as the Synod delegate.  
 
 
 


